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For almost one hundred years, 
the Dream Factory has created ev-
erything from sets and costumes, to 
movie stars and movie moguls. Many 
of the its glittering creations are 
iconic . Who could forget the creepy 
house at the top of the hill in “Psy-
cho” or Scarlett’s green velvet dress 
made from her Mama’s portieres? 
Who could forget Tom Cruise’s daz-
zling smile or the fi ery-blue in Betty 
Davis’s eyes? Who could forget the 
evocative scribbles of screenplay 
writers like Sidney Howard in “Gone 
With The Wind,” or Julius Epstein in 
“Casablanca,” or Ben Affl eck and 
Matt Damon in “Goodwill Hunting”? 
And what about the Dream Factory’s 
famous directors - Frank Capra, Billy 
Wilder, Alfred Hitchcock, Cecil B De-
Mille, James Cameron, Tim Burton, 
and Steven Spielberg - to name a 
few? 

One of the Dream Factory’s most 
enduring creations has been its abil-
ity to add ginger and spice to the 
everyday speech of everyday Ameri-
cans. People often quote movies 
when making their point - “Frank-
ly, my dear, I don’t give a damn!” 
“Houston, we have a problem!” “My 

Precious!” Or the ubiquitous “Play it 
again Sam.” But often, when quoting 
these iconic movie lines, we Ameri-
cans slosh the words around, mak-
ing a mishmash of what once was. 
With that in mind, let’s explore some 
of the more famous misquotes in the 
movies. 

“I vant to suck your blood!” - often 
said in Universal’s 1931 horror mas-
terpiece, “Dracula.” Right? Wrong! 
Never said! Check it out the next 
time you watch the movie. Speaking 
of classic horror fi lms, remember Dr. 
Frankenstein’s famous line, shouted 
when his “creation” takes its fi rst 
breath, in the 1931 movie, “Franken-
stein”? It’s often misquoted as “He’s 
alive! Alive!” But you’d be correct if 
you said, “It’s alive!” 

The early 30s also saw a rise in the 
popularity of gangster fi lms, which 
mirrored the then, very real world of 
gangsters and the mayhem they cre-
ated. One of the most famous actors 
of the gangster fi lm genre was cocky, 
stocky James Cagney. Can’t you just 
hear him saying in that clipped, gang-
ster voice of his, “You dirty rat!!!!” ? 
I would agree that rats of any kind 
are dirty, but alas, dear James the 
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gangster never said that. So the next 
time you’re talking to the local “rat,” let 
him make his escape, and then quote 
James Cagney correctly - “Mmm, that 
dirty, double-crossin’ rat!” 

When I was a child, I drove my par-
ents crazy trying to imitate the famous, 
yodel-like yell of Johnnie Weismuller’s 
Tarzan, after watching “Tarzan, the 
Ape Man,” (1932) one Saturday after-
noon on T.V. That movie spawned one 
of the most famous movie misquotes 
ever - “Me Tarzan. You Jane.” Didn’t 
happen that way! Jane, pointing to her-
self says, “Jane.” Tarzan points to her 
and says, “Jane?” She points to him and 
says, “And you? You?” At which point, 
Tarzan pounds his chest proudly and 
says, “Tarzan! Tarzan!” Jane, as if to 
hum the point home, says once more, 
“Tarzan?” And Tarzan, pointing back 
and forth, says, “Jane. Tarzan. Jane. 
Tarzan.” 

“Me Tarzan, You Jane,” is as mis-
quoted as one of Mae West’s most fa-
mous lines, “Why don’t you come up 
sometime ‘n see me?” Usually this line 
is quoted as “Why, don’t you come 
up and see me sometime?” Another of 
Mae’s famous quotes - “Is that a gun 
in your pocket, or are you just glad to 
see me? - is often credited as dialogue 
from the 1933 movie “She Done Him 
Wrong,” with Cary Grant. But she ac-
tually said that to her co-star George 
Hamilton in her fi nal movie, “Sextette.” 
(1978) Of course with his perpetual 
tan, who knows if her bawdy line em-
barrassed him? Speaking of Cary Grant, 
one of his most famous lines is “Judy! 
Judy! Judy!” Right? Wrong again! Al-
though he said “Judy” many times in 

“Only Angels Have Wings” (1939), he 
never repeated her name over and 
over in tommy-gun fashion. 

Do you like a good love story? Set 
against the backdrop of war? Remem-
ber Rhett and Scarlett’s passionate kiss 
as the Old South burns down around 
them? Who could forget Yuri Zhivago 
and Lara standing together for the last 
time in their ice-encrusted hideaway, 
the onslaught of the Russian Revolu-
tion snapping at their heels? And what 
about Rick and Ilsa sitting in Rick’s Café 
listening to the melodic melancholy of 
“As Time Goes By,” as the Nazis ran-
sack Europe? You know what’s com-
ing, so you grab your Kleenex waiting 
for Rick to say, “Play it again Sam.” But 
Rick never says it! One of the all-time 
big movie misquotes, “Play it again 
Sam,” was actually said in the Marx 
Brother’s fi lm, “A Night in Casablanca”
(1946). It was also the title of a Woody 
Allen comedy, which, in part, spoofed 
the classic. Bogart actually said “You 
played it for her, you can play it for 
me...if she can stand it, I can. Play it!” 
And Dooley Wilson, playing Sam, did 
play it - well sorta. Dooley was a drum-
mer by trade and could not play the 
piano. He faked his piano playing, but 
he certainly didn’t fake his iconic ren-
dition of that iconic song. 

When we quote the movies, we 
need to get it right. Right? When a hu-
mongous shark’s mouth looms out of 
the frothy-brown waters of the Gulf, 
don’t yell to your shipmates, “We’re 
gonna need a bigger boat!” Make it 
more personable. Get right up in your 
captain’s face and say, “You’re gonna 
need a bigger boat!” Don’t let Father’s 

Day be confusing. Get the quote right! 
“No, I am your father,” not the mis-
quote, “Luke, I am your father.” When 
thinking of future building projects, 
just say to your building partner, “If 
you build it, he will come.” Tell your 
building partner not to worry - “he” 
will eventually bring “they” (which 
is usually the way the line is quoted) 
along with him! 

Hollywood’s Dream Factory is cur-
rently running at full-steam, still grind-
ing out celluloid offerings for movie 
lovers like you and me. The factory 
bosses expect their actors and actress 
to know their lines. They like for the 
set designers to design ‘em so they 
don’t come crashing down in the 
middle of a take. And they also like 
it when their screenplay writers keep 
churning out those memorable, unfor-
gettable lines. That way, while sailing 
through the sometimes treacherous, 
iceberg- infested waters of Hollywood, 
the individual factory bosses can yell 
at the top of their lungs, “I’m king of 
the world!” Or should that be, “I’m the 
king of the world?” 

Please remember to keep our troops in 
your prayers.
May God bless, 
and keep a song 
in your heart.
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